Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ac- 
dressing the nation, a de- 
fensive President Joe Bi- 
den on Tuesday called 
the U.S. military airlift to 
extract more than 120,000 
Afghans, Americans and 
other allies to end a 20 year 
war an “extraordinary suc- 
cess,” though more than 
100 Americans and thou- 
sands of Afghans looking to 
leave remain. 

Twenty-four hours after the 
departure of the last Ameri- 
can C-17 cargo plane from 
Kabul, Biden vigorously de- 
fended his decision to end 
America’s longest war and 
withdraw all U.S. troops 
ahead of an Aug. 31 dead- 
line. 

“| was not going to extend 
this forever war,” Biden 
said in an address from 
the White House State Din- 
ing Room. “And | was not 
going to extend a forever 
exit.” 

Biden has faced tough 
questions about the way 
the U.S. went about leaving 
Afghanistan — a chaotic 
evacuation and spasms of 
violence including a sul- 
cide bomb that killed 13 
American service members 
and 169 Afghans. 

He is under heavy criticism, 
particularly from Republi- 
cans, for his handling of the 
evacuation, though It suc- 
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President Joe Biden speaks about the end of the war in Afghanistan from the State Dining Room of the White House, Tuesday, Aug. 


31, 2021, in Washington. 


cessfully airlifted more than 
120,000 people from Kabul 
airport. 

But he said it was inevita- 
ble that the final departure 
from two decades of war 
would be difficult with likely 
violence, no matter when 
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it was planned and con- 
ducted. 

“To those asking for a third 
decade of war in Afghani- 
stan | ask, ‘What is the vital 
national interest¢’” Biden 
said. He added, “I simply do 
not believe that the safety 
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and security of America is 
enhanced by continuing to 
deploy thousands of Ameri- 
can troops and spending 
billions of dollars in Afghani- 
stan.” 

In addition to all the ques- 
tions at home, Biden is also 
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adjusting to a new relation- 
ship with the Taliban, the 
Iskamist militant group that 
the U.S. toppled after the 
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, and 
that is now once again in 


power in Afghanistan. 
Continued on next page 


-1 (297)594 6395 








WEDNESDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 2021 |UP FRONT 


Continued from Front 

The last Air Force transport 
plane departed Kabul one 
minute before midnight 
Monday, raising questions 
about why Biden didn't 
continue the airliff for at 
least another day. He had 
set TUesday as a deadline 
for ending the evacuation 
and pulling out remaining 
troops after the Taliban 
took over the country. 

InN a written statement Mon- 
day, Biden said military 
commanders unanimously 
favored ending the airlift 
instead of extending it. He 
said he asked Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken to co- 
ordinate with international 
partners to hold the Taliban 
to their promise of safe pas- 
sage for Americans and 
others who want to leave 
in the days ahead. 

Blinken put the number of 
Americans still in Afghani- 
stan at under 200, ‘likely 
closer to 100," and said the 
State Department would 
keep working to get them 
out. He said the U.S. diplo- 
matic presence would shift 
to Doha, Qatar. 

Jake Sullivan, Biden's na- 
tional security adviser, said 
Tuesday of the effort to 
get remaining Americans 
out: "It's just that it has shift- 
ed from a military mission 
to a diplomatic mission." 
On ABC's "Good Morning 
America,’ he cited "consid- 
erable leverage" over the 
Taliban to complete that 





House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., soeaks at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, 


Aug. 31, 2021. 


effort. 

The closing hours of the 
evacuation were marked 
by extraordinary drama. 
American troops faced 
the daunting task of get- 
ting final evacuees onto 
planes while also getting 
themselves and some of 
their equipment out, even 
as they monitored repeat- 
ed threats — and at least 
two actual attacks — by 
the Islamic State group's 
Afghanistan affiliate. A sui- 
cide bombing on Aug. 26 
killed 13 American service 
members and some 180 Af- 
ghans. More died in various 


incidents during the airport 
evacuation. 

The final pullout fulfilled 
Biden's pledge to end what 
he called a "forever war' 
that began in response to 
the 9/11 attacks that killed 
nearly 3,000 people in New 
York, Washington and rural 
Pennsylvania. His decision, 
announced in April, reflect- 
ed a national weariness of 
the Afghanistan conflict. 

In Biden's view the war 
could have ended 10 years 
ago with the USS. killing of 
Osama bin Laden, whose 
al-Qaida extremist network 
planned and executed the 
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9/11 plot from an Afghani- 
stan sanctuary. Al-Qaida 
has been vastly diminished, 
preventing it thus far from 
again attacking the United 
States. 

Congressional commit- 
tees, whose interest in the 
war waned over the years, 
are expected to hold pub- 
lic hearings on what went 
wrong in the final months 
of the U.S. withdrawal. 
Why, for example, did the 
administration not begin 
earlier the evacuation of 
American citizens as well as 
Afghans who had helped 
the U.S. war effort? 
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House Minority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy, R-Callif., 
on Tuesday described the 
Biden administration's han- 
dling of the evacuation as 
“orobably the biggest fail- 
ure in American govern- 
ment on a military stage in 
my lifetime" and promised 
that Republicans would 
press the White House for 
answers on what went 
wrong. 

"We can never make this 
mistake again,” McCarthy 
said. 

A group of Republican 
lawmakers gathered on 
the House floor on Tuesday 
morming and participated 
in a moment of silence for 
the 13 service members 
who were killed during the 
suicide bomber attack last 
week. 

They also sought a House 
vote on legislation from 
Rep. Mike Gallagher, R- 
Wis., which among other 
things, would require the 
administration to submit a 
report on how many Ameri- 
cans remain in Afghanistan 
as well as the number of 
Afghans who had applied 
for a category of visas re- 
served for those who were 
employed by or on behalf 
of the U.S. governmert. 
The GOP lawmakers object- 
ed as Rep. Debbie Dingell, 
D-Mich., gaveled the House 
into adjournment and then 
gathered for a press con- 
ference to denounce the 
administration.) 





Oklahoma court reverses McGirt rulings in 4 death cases 





In this file photo dated Jan. 15, 2015 and provided by the Okla- 
homa Department of Corrections, Shaun Michael Bosse is pic- 
tured. 


By KEN MILLER 
Associated Press 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — An 
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Oklahoma appeals court 


on Tuesday reversed four 


of ifs previous rulings that 


overturned death penalty 
cases based on a USS. Su- 
preme Court ruling limiting 
state jurisdiction for crimes 
committed on tribal reser- 
vations. 

The Oklahoma Court of 
Criminal Appeals vacated 
rulings in the cases of death 
row inmates Shaun Bosse, 
James Ryder, Miles Bench 
and Benjamin Cole Sr. 
Earlier this month the court 
ruled in a separate case 
that the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling in what is know as the 
McGirt case does not ap- 
oly retroactively. 

The McGirt ruling found 
that Oklahoma lacks juris- 
diction for crimes on tribal 
reservations in which the 
defendants or victims are 
tribal citizens. 

A spokesperson for state 


Attorney General John 
O'Connor said it was not 
clear if the ruling reinstates 
the death penalty in the 
four cases. 

"We're reviewing (the rul- 
ing) right now to deter- 
mine the next steps," said 
O'Connor spokesperson 
Alex Gerszewski. 

The court's one paragraph 
rulings in each case said 
it will rule later on the in- 
mate's request for post- 
conviction relief. A ruling on 
post-conviction relief could 


still overturn, or Uphold, ei- 
ther the conviction or the 
sentence. 

Attorneys for the four in- 
mates did not immediately 
return phone calls for com- 
ment. 

Cole, 56, had been sen- 
tenced to death for killing 
his 9-month-old daughter in 
Rogers County in 2002 and 
Ryder, 59 for the 1999 killing 
of Daisy Hallum, 70, and to 
life without parole for killing 
her son, Sam Hallum, 38, in 
Pittsburg County.) 


Stop The Presses 


In observance of Press Day, on Thursday, September 
2nd, 2021, the Aruba Today and Bon Dia newspapers 
will not be published. We will be back at stores and 
stands again on Friday, September 3rd, 2021. 
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Cuomo legal woes continue, could cost public at least $9.5M 


By MARINA VILLENEUVE 
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — Re- 
signing from office prob- 
ably didn't end former Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo's — legal 
problems, and no matter 
what happens next, Tfax- 
payers are likely to wind up 
with a hefty bill. 

The state has already 
agreed to pay up to $9.5 
million to lawyers repre- 
senting and _ investigating 
Cuomo and his adminis- 
tration over sexual harass- 
ment allegations and other 
matters, according to The 
Associated Press' review of 
available contracts. 

That figure — which repre- 
sents the maximum amount 
that could be spent, not 
actual bills submitted so far 
— includes up to $5 million 
for lawyers who have rep- 
resented Cuomo's office, 
Up to $3.5 million for lawyers 
hired by the state attorney 
general fo investigate sex- 
val harassment allegations 
against the Democrat, and 
at least $1 million in bills for 
lawyers hired by the leg- 
iskature as part of an im- 
peachment _ investigation. 
It doesn't include the legal 
fees of Cuomo's private at- 
torney, Rita Glavin, whose 
bills are being paid by his 
campaign committee. 
Cuomo's successor, Gov. 
Kathy Hochul, can decide 
whether the state will con- 
tinue to pay lawyers to de- 
fend the former governor 
and his administration go- 
ing forward. 

Cuomo, a Democrat, and 
his administration face the 
possibility of civil lawsuits 
from women who have ac- 
cused him of sexual harass- 
ment. The Albany sheriff is 
investigating a groping al- 
legation. The state attorney 
general is looking into Cuo- 
mo's use of state employ- 
ees to helo with a book he 
wrote. Federal prosecutors 
are investigating his admin- 
istration's handling of nurs- 
ing home death data. He's 
also facing a state ethics 
commission inquiry. 

"We will be reviewing all le- 
gal contracts and making 
appropriate decisions on 
the need for legal repre- 
sentation and whether to 
continue any contracts," 
Hochuls sookesperson, Hal- 
ey Viccaro, said. 


Cuomo resigned from of- 
fice following an investiga- 
tion overseen by Attorney 
General Letitia James that 
concluded he sexually ha- 
rassed 11 women. Cuomo 
— who denies touching 
anyone inappropriately or 
intending to make sugges- 
tive comments — accused 
the women of exaggerat- 
ing or misinterpreting his 
behavior. 

At least one woman, Lind- 
sey Boylan, has said she 
intends to sue the ex-gov- 
ernor "and his co-consplir- 
ators" over their conduct. 
The investigation found 
Cuomo aides _ retaliated 
against Boylan. The former 
senior aide testified Cuomo 
touched her waist, legs and 
back, made inappropri- 
ate comments calling her 
attractive, suggested they 
play strip poker on a plane, 
and once gave her an un- 
wanted kiss on the lips. 
Other suits seem likely. 

An attorney for another ac- 
cuser, Charlotte Bennett, 
who said Cuomo asked 
questions about her per- 
sonal life that led her to 
believe he was pursuing a 
sexual relationship with her, 
suggested the state has 
an obligation to compen- 
sate the women in order to 
avoid "costly and lengthy’ 
litigation. 

| believe if there is going 
to be any kind of appropri- 
ate conclusion to this, it has 
to be to make the victims 
of his misconduct whole," 
Debra Katz, attorney for 
former Cuomo aide Char- 
lotte Benne?t, said. 

If Cuomo or the state is 
sued over his alleged con- 
duct, the public could wind 
Up covering legal fees and 
any settlement — normally, 
individuals sued over their 
conduct as state employ- 
ees are defended on the 
state's dime. 

Cuomo, however, could 
also face individual liability 
if a court concludes he did 
something wrong. 

As governor, he signed a 
law that obligates state 
employees who commit 
sexual harassment on the 
job to reimburse the state 
for any judgements paid 
out because of their wrong- 
doing. 

The attorney general's of- 





New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo speaks during a news confer- 
ence, Monday, May 10, 2021 in New York. 


fice may play a role in de- 
ciding whether to cover 
Cuomo's legal fees, said 
Andrew Celli, who was a 
former civil rights bureau 
chief in the office under 
then-Attorney General Eliot 
Spitzer. 
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"Whatever he does in his 
next life, he needs to be 
able fo pay those lawyers 
and direct them and it's 
going to be expensive and 
time-consuming,’ Celli said. 
Cuomo could also poten- 
tially dip into his $18 million 


campaign war chest fo 
pay legal costs, including a 
judgment. 

If a private person sues him 
and it relates to his public 
office or his previous cam- 
paigns, then he can use 
campaign funds to pay 
lawyers,’ veteran elections 
lawyer Jerry Goldfeder, 
former Special Counsel 
for Public Integrity to then- 
Attorney General Cuomo, 
said. 

If Cuomo winds up facing 
criminal charges over a 
groping allegation made 
by a former aide, he would 
likely have to pay for his 
own defense lawyer. But 
under state law, he could 
seek reimbursement from 
the state if he were to be 
acquitted on the grounds 
that the allegations had to 
do with his job.L) 





Your first choice for locally caught fish and seafood on the island. 
Very reasonably priced, exciting menu and no service charge added 
to your bill. 
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day - Saturday from 5.30pm - 10pm. 


No reservation required! We operate on a first come first serve system. 


Located within walking distance from the High Rise hotels at Palm Beach #33. 
For more information call +297-586./333 
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After Ida, energy facilities | in hoses inching back to life 


By DAVID KOENIG and 
PAUL WISEMAN 

AP Business Writers 

Oil companies began 
gradually restarting some 
of their refineries in Louisi- 
ana, and key fuel pipelines 
fully reopened Tuesday, 
providing hopeful signs that 
the region's crucial energy 
industry can soon recover 
from Hurricane Ida's on- 
slaught. 

Exxon Mobil said crews 
were starting fo resume 
normal operations at its 
Hoover platform in the Gulf 
of Mexico that managed 
to avoid storm damage. 
And the company said 
its fuel terminal in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, restarted 
operations Monday. 

And in a dose of good 
news for motorists on the 
East Coast, Colonial Pipe- 
line said it restored flows 
late Monday to two pipe- 
lines that run from Hous- 
ton to Greensboro, North 
Carolina, after crews had 
insoected the facilities. The 
reopening of the conduits, 
Qa major source of gasoline 
and other fuels, will helo 
ease fears of big price 
spikes for consumers. 





In the aftermath of Hurricane Ida, people wait in line for gas Tuesday, Aug. 31, 2021, in New Or- 


leans, La. Associated Press 


In addition, Philips 66 said its 
Gulf Coast lubricants plant 
in Sulohur, Louisiana, would 
reopen Tuesday, though 
one of its refineries in near- 
by Belle Chasse, which took 
on water, remained shut 
down. Valero said crews 
were checking Its refineries 
in St. Charles and Meraux, 
which remained down 
Tuesday. 

Ida ravaged the region's 


power grid, leaving all of 
New Orleans and hundreds 
of thousands of other Loui- 
siana residents in the dark 
with no clear timeline on 
when electricity would be 
restored. The refineries that 
are beginning to restart op- 
erations weren't in the heart 
of Ida's path and didn't lose 
power, making the task of 
restarting much more man- 
ageable. 


Energy and chemical com- 
panies throughout the re- 
gion have been surveying 
damage since Ida barreled 
onshore Sunday, bringing 
ferocious winds and heavy 
rain. The companies are fo- 
cusing their efforts on both 
offshore platforms that are 
used to pump oil and natu- 
ral gas from below the Gulf 
of Mexico and the refiner- 
ies that turn the crude into 


finished products. 

All told, nine Louisiana re- 
fineries, which collectively 
account for about 13% of 
the nation's refining capac- 
ity, were forced to close, at 
least temporarily, by the 
storm, the U.S. Energy De- 
partment said Tuesday. 
The department noted that 
refinery operators can't 
restart the plants until the 
power and other utilities 
they depend upon are re- 
stored. Some companies 
that said flooding was mak- 
ing It difficult to even reach 
some of their facilities. 

Yet even with the disrup- 
tions at many refineries, 
analysts say they expect 
no major supply shortages. 
IN part, that is because Gulf 
Coast inventories of gaso- 
lineé and other petroleum 
oroducts were above nor- 
mal for this time of year, 
and oil stocks were in line 
with the five-year average. 
On Tuesday, oil prices fell 
more than 1% before revers- 
ing some of that decline. 
Benchmark U.S. crude fell 
71 cents, or about 1%, to 
settle at $68.50 in trading 
on the New York Mercan- 
tile Exchange.) 


Census: Childless older women better off than older men 
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By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 

Older adults who are child- 
less in the U.S. are more like- 
ly to be college educated, 
working and white than 
those with children, and 
their numbers are growing. 
About 1 in 6 adults age 
55 and older are childless, 


and childless older women 
appear fo be better po- 
sitioned than men when 
it comes to health and 
wealth, according to a first- 
of-its-kind report released 
Tuesday by the U.S. Census 
Bureau. 

The study was executed 
by the statistical agency To 


get a better understanding 
of childless adults because 
their numbers are growing 
due to declining marriage 
rates and an aging popu- 
lation. Although having 
children outside of mar- 
riage has become more 
common for young adults, 
marriage traditionally was 
considered a precursor to 
parenthood for the older 
generation, the Census Bu- 
reau said. 

More than 19% of people 
between ages 55 and 64 
were childless, while that 
figure was 15.9% for those 
between ages 65 and 74 
and 10.9% for those age 75 
and older. 

"This suggests that child- 
less adults will make up a 
greater share of the older 
adult population in the fu- 
ture and underscores the 
importance of research 
such as this study," said the 
report based on a 2018 sur- 
vey. 


A greater share of child- 
less older adults were non- 
Hisoanic white compared 
with biological parents, 
79% versus 72.8%, and they 
were overwhelmingly born 
in the U.S. — 90%, com- 
pared with 84.7% for par- 
ents — according to the 
report. 

When it came to physical 
health, about three-quar- 
ters of men and women 
with children, as well as 
childless women, said they 
had excellent, very good 
or good health. But that fig- 
ure was lower for childless 
men, more than 71%. 
Those older adults with chil- 
dren were more likely to be 
living with a@ spouse com- 
pared with childless older 
adults, while the childless 
were more likely to be liv- 
ing dlone than parents, 
suggesting childless older 
adults have fewer sources 
of potential support in their 
homes, according to the 


report. 

"AS spouses and children 
are the primary sources of 
informal care in the United 
States ... these discrepan- 
cies are concerning,” the 
report said. 

Net worth varied by sex 
among older adults. Child- 
less women had the high- 
est net worth, at $173,800, 
followed by © biological 
fathers at $161,200, while 
the median net worth for 
everyone over age 55 was 
$133,500, the report said. 
The higher net worth of 
childless older women may 
put them at a greater ad- 
vantage to hire paid care, 
the report said. 

“Childless older women ap- 
pear to be in a more ad- 
vantageous position than 
their male counterparts in 
later life," the report said. 
"They have better self-rated 
health scores and higher 
personal net worth than 
childless men.") 
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By SAMUEL PETREQUIN and 
MIKE CORDER 

BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union justice and home af- 
fairs ministers pledged Tues- 
day to support Afghani- 
stan's neighbors to help 
them host people fleeing 
the new Taliban regime 
and prevent a new wave 
of migrants heading to Ev- 
rope. 

In a closing statement fol- 
lowing a meeting in Brus- 
sels, the ministers said the 
EU and its 27 nations "stand 
determined to act jointly to 
orevent the recurrence of 
uncontrolled large-scale il- 
legal migration movements 
faced in the past, by pre- 
paring a coordinated and 
orderly response... 
European Commissioner for 
Home Affairs Ylva Johans- 
son said "the best way to 
orevent a migratory crisis is 
to prevent a humanitarian 
crisis." 

The ministers said the EU 
should boost its support to 
countries around Afghani- 
stan ‘to ensure that those 
in need receive adequate 
protection, primarily in the 
region." 

The meeting came the day 
after the last U.S. forces flew 
out of Kabul's international 
airport, ending America's 
longest wor. 

The EU is looking for ways to 
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E.U. backs helping Afghanistan: s neighbors eape with refugees 
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A woman from Afghanistan smiles after being given a bottle of water after disembarking from a 
U.S. airforce plane at the Naval Station in Rota, southern Spain, Tuesday Aug. 31, 2021. 


prevent a repeat of a 2015 
refugee crisis fueled by 
Syria's civil war. The arrival 
in Europe of well over a mil- 
lion migrants that year led 
to infighting among EU na- 
tions over how best to man- 
age the influx. Anew wave 
of migrants from Afghani- 
stan Is likely fo exacerbate 
those tensions. 

Austrian Chancellor Sebas- 
tian Kurz made clear that 
his country wouldn't back 
a system for distributing 


refugees from Afghanistan 
across the EU. Asked about 
proposals for all EU coun- 
tries to share the burden of 
taking in refugees, Kurz told 
reporters in Berlin that Aus- 
tra had already taken in 
a "bigger than proportion- 
ate share" of migrants since 
2015; 

Austria already has the 
fourth-largest Afghan com- 
munity worldwide, he said 
before a meeting with Ger- 
man Chancellor Angela 
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Merkel. 

Merkel said, for her gov- 
ernment, the focus now is 
on how to help between 
10,000 and 40,000 Afghans 
who are entitled to come 
to Germany with their close 
family members because 
they had worked for the 
German military or aid or- 
ganizations. 

“We need To see how many 
actually want fo leave the 
country and how many 
don't," she said. ‘That will 


depend very much on the 
circumstances the Taliban 
create. 

Johansson plans to con- 
vene ameeting next month 
to discuss resettlement ef- 
forts, but she said If was too 
early to forecast numbers 
of people who could need 
resettlement. 

The EU~ ministers’ also 
stressed the need to ensure 
that Afghanistan does not 
once again become a ha- 
ven for terrorists. 

"The EU will use all its avail- 
able tools to closely monitor 
and respond to develop- 
ments on the ground that 
might impact its security, 
in particular in the area of 
organized crime and fterror- 
ism, including Its financing," 
their statement said. 

Still, accommodating Af- 
ghans in countries close fo 
their homeland will be dif- 
ficult. 

Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
met his German counter- 
part, Heiko Maas, in Islam- 
abad on Tuesday and said 
Pakistan has hosted more 
than 3 million Afghan retu- 
gees in previous decades 
and lacks the capacity to 
absorb more. 

Rights groups were critical 
of the EU's focus on accom- 
modating migrants close to 
Afghanistan.L) 


Dutch coalition talks deadlocked 5 months after election 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands 


(AP) — The Netherlands 
appeared to be heading 
toward talks to form a mi- 
nority coalition after efforts 
to piece together a Cabi- 
net made up of five par- 
ties from across the politi- 
cal soectrum broke down 
Tuesday. 

More than five months af- 
ter a general election left 
the Dutch political land- 
scape fragmented, two 
key parties said they do 
not want to form a new 
government with a pair of 
leftist parties. 

The decision by caretaker 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte's 
conservative People's 
Party for Freedom and 
Democracy — known by 
its Dutch acronym VVD 
— and the CDA Chistian 


Democrats came. after 
months of talks between 
party leaders and an of- 
ficial who is attempting to 
cobble together the coali- 
tion. 

Jesse Klaver, leader of 
the Green Left party, said 
Rutte's refusal to talk "did 
not fit in the Dutch tradi- 
tion’ of multi-oarty coall- 
tion negotiations. 
"Democracy is the loser to- 
day,’ he said. 

Klaver's Greens had 
agreed to form a bloc ina 
new Cabinet with the La- 
bor Party, but Rutte reject- 
ed the idea, apparently 
fearing that a Cabinet 
made up of five parties 
would lead fo an unstable 
government. 

"It's a great shame," said 
Labor leader Lilianne Plou- 


men. "| would have really 
liked to negotiate with the 
VVD and CDA about, for 
example, raising the mini- 
muUM wage.” 

Rutte, who has led a care- 
taker administration with 
limited powers since the 
March 17 election, said he 
would reach out fo the left- 
leaning parties on issues 
such as climate change, 
emissions and education, 
"but ... not in a five-party 
Cabinet." 

Rutfe has served three 
terms as Dutch prime min- 
ister and could become 
the country's longest-serv- 
ing leader if he leads the 
hex! GOovemment. 

Sigrid Kaag, leader of the 
centrist D66 party that 
emerged as the second 
largest party following the 





In this Friday, April 2, 2021 file photo, caretaker Dutch Prime 
Minister Mark Rutte apologizes to other party leaders during a 
debate in parliament in The Hague, Netherlands. 

Associated Press 


election, said it is now up 
to Rutte "to find a way out 
of this deadlock." 

Talks to form the next 
Dutch government are 
expected to continue for 


weeks. 

Anti-lskam populist Geert 
Wilders didn't want to wait 
for more negotiations and 
tweeted a call for a new 
election.) 
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Migrant death foll increases on Atlantic route to Europe 


By ARITZ PARRA 

Associated Press 

MADRID (AP) — At least 11 
people are feared dead 
after another boat crossing 
the Atlantic Ocean to get 
from North Africa to Spain's 
Canary Islands became a 
trap for migrants trying to 
reach European territory, 
Seanish authorities and ac- 
tivists reported Tuesday. 
The Spanish government's 
delegation in the Canary 
Iskands said rescuers re- 
trieved 32 survivors and one 
body overnight from a rub- 
ber boat in waters south of 
Fuerteventura, the closest 
of the archipelago's islands 
to the African coast. One 
of the survivors died on the 
rescue boat. 

Some of the survivors told 
authorities that some 60 
people were on board 
when the boat set off four 
days ago from a beach 
near the southern Moroc- 
can town of Tan-Tan, the 
delegation said. 

Walking Borders, a non- 
profit group that works with 
migrants in peril and pro- 
vides assistance to. their 





Funeral workers collect the bodies of three female migrants that died during a shipwreck near the 
island of Lanzarote in Spain's Canary Islands, Aug. 25, 2021. 


relatives, said that its re- 
search indicated the boat 
had carried only 42 people 
when it departed Moroc- 
co, leaving up to 11 victims. 
The organization, which 
has become one of the first 
contact points for African 


families trying to locate 
their relatives on the other 
end of the migration route, 
claims that some 2,000 
people have died so far 
this year on their way to the 
Canary Islands. The Atlan- 
tic route is one of the most 


Associated Press 


dangerous sea crossings to 
Europe. 

"The human rights crisis at 
the border needs an urgent 
political resoonse," Walking 
Borders founder Helena 
Maleno said in a tweet ad- 
dressed to Spanish Prime 
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Minister Pedro Sanchez. 
Despite the initial discrep- 
ancies involving Tuesday's 
rescue, the International 
Organization for Migration 
said it counted nine people 
as missing and two con- 
firmed casualties from the 
vessel. 

The U.N agency has con- 
firmed the deaths this year 
of 529 migrants who were 
attempting to reach the 
Spanish island chain, but 
the agency says the num- 
ber does not reflect the ac- 
tual death toll since people 
disappear at sea without 
ever being reported miss- 
ing or having their bodies 
found. 

Survivors of other failed 
crossings also have report- 
ed that bodies of fellow 
passengers were thrown 
into the sea before rescu- 
ers arrived. 

Walking Borders said Mon- 
day that at least 29 Afri- 
cans, including seven chil- 
dren, had died on a boat 
that was the focus of an 
Aug. 27 rescue. A total of 
25 adults and one minor 
survived.) 
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Saudi TV: Drone attack on airport wounds 8, damages plane 
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In this Aug. 22, 2019 file photo, Saudi passengers enter the de- 
parture terminal of Abha airport, in southwestern Saudi Arabia. 


By ISABEL DEBRE 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — A bomb-laden 
drone on Tuesday crashed 
into an airport in southwest- 
ern Saudi Arabia, wound- 
ing eight people and dam- 
aging a civilian plane, Savu- 
di state television reported, 
the latest assault on the 
kingdom amid its grinding 
war in neighboring Yemen. 


Associated Press 


The Saudi-led coalition 
fighting in Yemen blamed 
the assaulf on Yemenss 
lran-backed Houthi rebels, 
saying if was the second 
such strike on Abha airport 
in the last 24 hours. An ear- 
lier ballistic missile attack 
scattered shrapnel across 
the tarmac but caused no 
casualties. The Houthis did 
not claim responsibility for 
the strikes and its military 


sookesman did not answer 
calls seeking comment. 
Saudi forces said they 
downed the drone, and 
that their interception sent 
fragments flying that punc- 
tured small holes in a pas- 
senger plane, shattered 
glass and wounded citizens 
of Bangladesh, Nepal and 
India. One Bangladeshi 
man remained in critical 
condition, the coalition 
said, without offering  fur- 
ther details about the as- 
sault. 

The attack comes just days 
after missiles and drones 
slammed into a key mill 
tary base in Yemen's south, 
killing at least 30 Saudi- 
backed Yemeni troops and 
marking one of the deadli- 
est attacks in the country's 
yearslong civil war. No one 
claimed responsibility for 
the strike, which bore the 
hallmarks the § lranian-sup- 
ported rebels. 

Since 2015, Yemen's Houthi 
rebels battling the Saudi- 
led military coalition have 


targeted international air- 
ports, along with military 
installations and critical oil 
infrastructure, within Saudi 
Arabia. 

Those attacks, often. strik- 
ing near the southern cities 
of Abha and Jizan, have 
rarely caused substantial 
damage but over the years 
killed at least one person, 
wounded dozens and 
rattled global oil markets. 
Within Yemen, the Saudi- 
led bombing campaign 
has drawn _ international 
criticism for killing civilians, 
hitting non-military targets 
like hospitals and wedding 
parties and devastating 
infrastructure in the Arab 
world's most impoverished 
nation. 

The Yemen war has set- 
tled into a bloody stale- 
mate even as international 
diolomatic efforts to halt 
the fighting intensify. The 
Houthis have accelerated 
their push to wrest control 
of the oiltrich government 
stronghold of Marib in re- 


lated their cross-border at- 
tacks on the kingdom. 

As the rebels pressed their 
offensive on Marib, the Ye- 
meni military said it thwart- 
ed an attack on the nearby 
city of Rahbah on Monday. 
The raging battles around 
the critical Mario province 
in recent months have left 
thousands of fighters dead, 
mostly Houthis, and killed 
12 government troops on 
Monday, said a military of- 
ficial who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity because 
he was not authorized to 
talk To reporters. 

Yemen's war started in 2014, 
when the rebels seized the 
capital, Sanaa, and much 
of the country's north. The 
Saudi-led military coalition 
intervened months later to 
dislodge the Houthis and 
restore the internationally 
recognized government. 
The war has killed some 
130,000 people and 
soawned the world's worst 
humanitarian disaster.) 


11 BYANA 








By BEN FOX 

NAVAL STATION GUAN- 
TANAMO BAY, Cuba (AP) 
— Three men held at the 
Guantanamo Bay deten- 
tion center were formally 
charged Tuesday in con- 
nection with the 2002 Bali 
nightclub bombings and 
other plots in Southeast 
Asia after 18 years in U.S. 
custody, with defense law- 
yers insisting afterward that 
the long-delayed process 
was so flawed it may have 
to be repeated. 

The men returned to the 
secure courthouse en- 
circled by razor wire on 
the U.S. base in Cuba 
amid defense complaints 
about courtroom interpret- 
ers that caused what was 
supposed to be a brief ar- 
raignment before a military 
commission into a two-day 
affair. 

It was a rocky start to case 
already expected to be 
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complex because of the 
prolonged detention with- 
out charges for the three 
— an Indonesian and two 
Malaysians — and the bru- 
tal treatment they endured 
in CIA custody. 

Encep Nurjaman, the In- 
donesian militant leader 
known as Hambali, and 
the two men faces charges 
that include murder, terror- 
ism and conspiracy before 
the commission, which is a 
hybrid of military and civil- 
ian law. They have not yet 
entered pleas. 

The start of their long- 
delayed case comes as 
other war crimes tribunals 
at Guantanamo have lan- 
guished without resolution 
for years amid legal chal- 
lenges and as President 
Joe Biden says he intends 
to close the detention 
center, which now holds 39 
of the 779 men who were 
brought to the base follow- 
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Attorneys Brian Bouffard, left, accompanied by U.S. Navy Lt. 
Cmdr. Aaron Shephard, and U.S. Air Force Major Jason Cordo- 
va, speak with reporters after the second day of an arraignment 
hearing for their client Malaysian defendant Mohammed Na- 
zir bin Lep, Tuesday, Aug. 31, 2021, in Guantanamo Bay Naval 
Base, Cuba. 


ing the Sept. 11 attacks. 

"Frankly after this two day 
arraignment, | didn't see 
any evidence that he 
would get a fair trial," said 
Christine Funk, the attorney 
for, Mohammed Farik bin 
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Amin, one of the Malaysian 
defendants. 

The defense complained 
that the Malaysian inter- 
oreter's language _ skills 
were so poor that aft least 
one defendant couldn't 


WORLD NEWS WEDNESDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 2021 


Bali bomb case at Guantanamo runs into immediate challenges 


Understand what was be- 
ing said in court; that an- 
other Malay interpreter was 
improperly working for the 
orosecution because he 
oreviously assisted the pris- 
oners when they appeared 
before a review board at 
Guantanamo; and that the 
Indonesian interoreter had 
been overheard § dispar- 
aging the men as terrorists 
who should be killed. 

The judge, a Navy com- 
mander, allowed the pro- 
ceeding to go on amid 
despite repeated objec- 
tions. Defense attorney 
Brian Bouffard, who repre- 
sents Malaysian defendant 
Mohammed Nazir bin Lep, 
said the arraignment was 
so flawed It should be done 
again. 

"We have to have a new 
one because this one you 
have to do one. And this 
one wasn't done. right,” 
Bouffard said.L) 





Colombia court refuses to try general accused in 104 murders 


BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 
— A court refused Monday 
to allow a trial for a retired 
general accused of offer- 
ing incentives that led sol- 
diers to murder 104 civilians 
and pass them off as guer- 
rilla fighters killed in combat 
during Colombia's long civil 
conflict. 

Mario Montoya had ap- 
oeared at a court hear- 
ing last week, where he 
was going to be charged 
with murder by the Atftor- 
ney General's Office. But 
Bogota's Superior Tribunal 
stopped prosecutors from 
pressing charges while they 
considered the case. 

The court ruled Monday 
that Montoya is not under 
the jurisdiction of ordinary 
courts because he Is co- 
operating with a special tri- 
bunal created by the 2016 
peace deal between the 
government and the now 


disbanded Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia. 
The ruling will be appealed 
by relatives of civilians killed 
by soldiers under Montoya's 
command, who are hoping 
that the case sets ad pOwe;r- 
ful precedent. 

Montoya was commander 
of Colombia's army be- 
tween 2006 and 2008 and 
is the highest ranking officer 
who has faced charges so 
far over the executions of 
civillans, who were abduct- 
ed by soldiers, killed and 
oresented as rebel fight- 
ers in what is known as the 
"false positives’ scandal. 
Prosecutors say they have 
gathered evidence prov- 
ing Montoya pressured his 
subordinates to increase 
the number of enemy fight- 
ers killed in combat and 
rewarded soldiers who 
orovided the most kills with 
vacations and promotions. 


This policy allegedly moti- 
vated some soldiers to ab- 
duct civilians, murder them 
and present them as dead 
guerrilla fighters. 

Montoya denies the charg- 
es. He says he sought only 
to get tactical results from 
his subordinates in fighting 
the rebels and did not seek 
greater kill rates. 

Under Colombia's peace 
deal with the FARC, sol- 
diers and guerrilla fight- 
ers accused of war crimes 
can choose to collaborate 
with the tribunal known as 
the Special Jurisdiction for 
Peace. Those who help 
investigations and tell the 
truth about war crimes can 
avoid time in prison, and 
will instead receive alterna- 
tive sentences that include 
paying reparations to vic- 
tims or conducting com- 
munity service. 

Montoya has been coop- 





In this Oct. 17, 2018 file photo, former Army General Mario Mon- 
toya arrives to testify before a peace tribunal investigating his 
role in extrajudicial killings of civilians during Colombia's long, 
armed conflict in Bogota, Colombia. 


erating with the tribunal 
since 2018. 

Aitorney General Francisco 
Barbosa, however, argued 
in a radio interview last 
week that he was consti- 
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tutionally entitled to inves- 
tigate accusations against 
the former general and 
did not want human rights 
abusers to "profit from the 
inaction of prosecutors." 
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This Is Us! 


ORANJESTAD — Press Day is celebrated 
today and we would like to take the op- 
portunity by telling you about US. You may 
or may not read us every day, but you 
have certainly seen us around. Aruba To- 
day and Bon Dia Aruba are ready for you 
six days a week, for 30 years already! 


Both newspapers, Aruba Today and Bon 
Dia Aruba are part of Caribbean Soeed 
Printers N.V. which is responsible for the 
production, printing and distribution. The 
company was incorporated on April 4th, 
1990 by John A. Chemaly Sr. and special- 
izes In newsprint publications with the lat- 
est in printing technology on its premises. 
Aruba Today, the only English and free 
newspaper on the Island, has subscribed 
to the Associated Press (AP) and provides 


readers with the latest international news 
from the repertoire of AP writers and col- 
umnists. We also publish local news that Is 
of interest to our visitors as well as our lo- 
cals. Bon Dia Aruba Is ag Papiamento news- 
paper and has a trusted image. 


31 years ago 

It all started about 30 years ago with a 
small group consisting of Mr. J. Chemaly as 
the owner, Mr. Toko Winklaar as manager, 
Wendy Vrolijkk for Aruba Today, Marijke 
Croes for Bon Dia in the sales department, 
Maritza and Harold Kroon for the editorial 
department. At that time there was an- 
other English newspaper, The News, but 
Aruba Today began as a free newspaper 
which was unique. Bon Dia Aruba also 
had a unique aspect as it was the first lo- 





PALM BEACH — Recently, 
Mrs. Sanju Luidens, the 
Chief Marketing officer of 
the Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity (ATA) had the great 
pleasure to honor one of 
Aruba’s loyal and friendly 
visitors as an Emerald Am- 
bassador of Aruba. The 
Emerald Ambassador cer- 
tificate is the highest cer- 
tificate that we have and 
it is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism, as 
a token of appreciation 
and to say ‘Masha Dan- 
ki’ to the guests who visit 
Aruba 35 years and more 


Mr. Lou Flacks honored as Emerald Ambassador 
of Aruba by the Aruba Tourism Office 
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consecutively. 


We owe the greatest 
pleasure to Mr. Lou Flacks. 
Flacks is ag huge fan of Aru- 
ba, and frequently raves 
about our people and 
our ‘One Happy Island’. 
Flacks has been visiting 
the island with his family 
for over 58 years CONSeECU- 
tively. Yes, that is right, 58 
years! 


Flacks considers Aruba 
his second home and has 
made many friends on 
the island over the years. 
Flacks enjoys telling stories 
about his Aruban friends 
and his past experiences 
on the island to others. 


One of them especially, 
is how he used to drive 
down a dirt road to Palm 
Beach and having to wait 
for a large pack of goats 
to cross first. That was in- 
deed a long time ago! 


Flacks not only fell in-love 
with Aruba, but has also 
brought the Alpha Zeta 
Omega Group to the is- 
land many times. Alpha 
Zela Omega Group Is a 
pharmaceutical fraternity 
composed of pharmacists 
and undergraduates in 
Pharmacy. This is to also 
show his much = appre- 
ciation to his team and 
the love for the Island. It 
is incredibly beautiful to 


see that after so many 
years Aruba still has so 
many loyal visitors that still 
choose Aruba as their too 
vacation destination to 
travel to. 

We are incredibly content 
and we want to thank him 
from the bottom of our 
hearts once again! 


Sanju Luidens from the 
ATA together with the Hil- 
ton Aruba Executive Team 
presented the certificate 
to Flacks, handed over 
some presents and also 
thanked him for choos- 
ing Aruba as his favorite 
vacation destination and 
as his home-away-from- 
home.) 
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cal newspaper in color. If was a big challenge to sell ads 
for starting newspapers, but the quality of both products 
and the fact that they are serious newspapers always was 
valued by the public. We were and still are consistent In 
quality and good news. That gains trust and attracts that 
kind of reader that goes behind gossip and sensation. 

In that time articles were prepared on typing machines, 
only some employees had a computer. There was no cel- 
lular, only telephone and fax. The sales persons had to 
visit the clients over and over again. They had to take 
pictures of the products of the ad, go back to the office 
to prepare the ad, go back again to the client to ap- 
prove, if was all day running. The newspaper lay out was 
actually constructed like a puzzle, by cutting the papers 
in columns and waxed together in pieces, every day over 
and over again. Those days most of the work was done 
manual. 


Proud Company 

Things have changes and now the editorial department 
works with PC’s, sound equipment and more modern 
technology. During the lockdown back in 2020, due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, measures were taken which af- 
fected both newspapers. However Bon Dia Aruba man- 
aged fo stay in circulation everyday till today with its 32 
pages. Aruba Today was also still in circulation but with less 
pages. Just imagine a free newspaper depending com- 
pletely on advertisement had to stay running depending 
on a handful of loyal customers which still believed in our 
product throughout those rough times, which we are very 
grateful to. Both newspapers were also very active on our 
social media platforms, interacting with our readers and 
followers. Providing information to those far from us but 
close at heart. 


But one thing did not change: the heart of the company 
are its people. About 30 employees make sure that both 
newspapers are ready for you six days a week. The work 
Is GN Ongoing 24-hour process of the department of ad- 
ministration, sales, editorial, lay-out, pre-press, press and 
distribution. The entire team strives every day to give you 
a good product in quality and reliable content. Working 
in the media is never a dull moment and it is a moving 
business. We would like to thank our extraordinary cus- 
tomers who believe in us and our loyal readers who give 
us the strength to continue through these hard times and 
who makes Bon Dia Aruba and Aruba Today still standing 
strong.L] 
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WIN S10 UP T0S1/000 IN| FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB? 
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Radio Kelkboom: Aruba’s first local radio 


ORANJESTAD — On March 
20, 1954, the brothers Car- 
los and Joaquin Kelkboom 
started in the building at 
Emmastraat 3 in Oranjestad 
with the first commercial 
radio station (PJA5) of Aru- 
ba: Radio Kelkboom. When 
it was founded, Carlos 


Kelkboom was initially only 
responsible for the eco- 
nomic part and Joaquin 
Kelkboom with the techni- 
cal part. Later the technical 
part was also taken over by 
Carlos Kelkboom. 


In 1980 the studio moved to 


Bloemond 14, in Paradera, 
where the transmitter and 
transmission tower were al- 
ready located. 

Until April 2, 1989, only 
the A.M. band broadcast 
(P4A5). First at 14385 Khz 
later at 1440 Khz. After that, 
the broadcasts were also 
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The Hawkins honored as Emerald Ambassadors 





EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Kimberley 
Richardson of the Aruba Tourism Au- 
thority had the great pleasure to honor 
Aruba’s loyal and friendly visitors as a 
Goodwill Ambassador and an Emerald 
Ambassador of Aruba. The Goodwill Am- 
bassador certificate is presented on be- 
half of the Minister of Tourism, as a token 
of appreciation to the guests who visit 
Aruba 20 years and more consecutively. 
The Emerald Ambassador certificate is 
presented to the guests who visit Aruba 
35 years and more consecutively. 


The Goodwill Ambassador certificate 
went to daughter Elizabeth Hawkins who 
has been visiting the island for 34 years 
consecutively. The Emerald Ambassador 


Ta 


went to father Edward Hawkins who has 


been visiting the island 37 years Consecu- 
tively. In one more year Elizabeth Hawkins 
will be an Emerald Ambassador as well! 


Family Hawkins stated that they love the 
iskand very much, especially for its year- 
round sunny weather, nice sandy beach- 
es and picturesque sunsets, and the fam- 
ily members that they have here. 


Richardson together with the represen- 
tatives of the Costa Linda Beach Resort 
presented the certificates to the hon- 
orees, handed over some presents and 
also thanked them for choosing Aruba as 
their favorite vacation destination and as 
their home-away-from-home.L] 













on the F.M. band on 106.7 
Mhz (P4A20). 

Radio Kelkboom offered 
an informative program 
aimed at the elderly inhab- 
itants of Aruba. 

Radio Kelkboom had a 
clearly recognizable pro- 
gramming. The news pro- 
grams were often listened 
to, both in Papiamento 
and the direct broad- 
casts of Radio Netherlands 
World Broadcasting and 
Voice of America. In ad- 
dition to broadcasts in Pa- 
plamento's own language, 
Kelkboom also broadcast 
programs in Spanish and 
Dutch. In addition, various 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 












radio programs from the 
Netherlands were forward- 
ed via Radio Kelkboom. 
Local music had a high pri- 
ority, which Is reflected, for 
example, in the program 
Butishi di Alegria, which 
was on the air since 1964. 
To promote this local mu- 
sic, Radio Kelkboom start- 
ed Watapana Recording 
Studio in 1983. In 1998 Wat- 
agpana Recording Studio 
started its own CD produc- 
tion. Years after, Emile Kelk- 
boom took over the station. 
Radio Kelkboom, after 59 
years of broadcasting, 
stopped broadcasting in 
June 2013.) 
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The Coast Guard informs about the law on spear-fishing 


ORANJESTAD - The Coast Guard 
regularly encounters people at sea 
spearfishing without a license. 


The Coast Guard reminds every- 
one, especially soear fishermen, 
about the use of harpoons and 
the applicable laws regarding 
spearfishing. 

Since November 2020, there is a 
tolerance policy in Aruba that 
has legalized the use of harpoons. 


However, there are rules that soear 
fishermen must follow. If a soear 
fisherman does not follow the rules 
and gets caught by the Coast 
Guard or the Police, the laws of the 
national decree forbidden under- 
water hunting devices to apply. 


It is forbidden for spear fishers to 
spearfish in the red zones on the 
map. It is also prohibited to have 
a harpoon in this area. Having a 


harpoon in the red zone Is allowed 
only if it is properly stowed in the 
boat when going out to sea or re- 
turning from sea. Swimming from 
shore with a harpoon is prohibited. 
Soear fishermen can contact the 
Santa Rosa Department of Agri- 
culture, Livestock, and Fisheries to 
obtain a spearfishing permit. At the 
department, you also receive alll 
information and data on the prop- 
er use of a harpoon.) 
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Tele Aruba: Aruba’s first television station 


SAVANETA — The concept of Tele Aruba start- 
ed by a desire of the community of Aruba for 
having their own local public television sta- 
tion, during decade of the 40’s thru the 60’s the 
only television stations that could be received 
over the air on Aruba on television sets, were 
the major television networks from Venezuela. 


It all started during the Dutch colonization 
period, the island of Aruba as a part of the 
Dutch Kingdom was ruled by the jurisdiction 
of the Government of Netherlands Antilles 
located at the city of Willemstad on the is- 
land of Curacao, and during this period the 
Government of Netherlands Antilles had no 
plans to establish a local television station for 
Aruba. The Netherlands Antilles Government 
planned instead to establish a relay-televi- 
sion transmitter on Aruba through Tele-Cu- 
racao, located on the island of Curacao, in 
order that the community of Aruba can also 
watch Tele-Curacao. During this time, Bartell 
Group a division of Mac Fadden Publications, 
managed by American media broadcasters 
Gerald and David Bartell decided together 
with the Government of Netherlands Antilles 
that “pay television” was not possible in Cu- 
racao, hence they received permission to 
sell advertisements and sponsored air-time. 
The Government of Netherlands Antilles and 


Bartell Group founded NATEC, which is the 
acronym for Netherlands Antilles Television & 
Electronic Company. As plans continued on 
for building a relay television station for Aru- 
ba, the community of Aruba kept firmly on its 
desire to have its own local public television 
station and not a relay television station. The 
wish of the Community of Aruba was granted 
and Tele Aruba was established and began 
its operations on September 23rd 1963, with a 
minimum of 15 employees. Tele Aruba’s staff 
included both native Aruban employees and 
employees from Tele Curacao with support of 
NATEC and Bartell Group, which later on both 
stations merged under the ownership of ATM 
“Antiliaanse Televisie Maatschappij” (Antilles 
Television Enterprise} 


Many broadcast techniques Tele Aruba had 
employed over the years, to mention a few: 
Film projector type based on 16 millimeter 
films, slides, flip cards, studio camera, and an 
announcing booth. Commercials were done 
mostly ‘live on camera’, in order to not bore 
the viewer the announcer changed clothes 
for every live commercial. The announcer 
needed to memorize all their scriots and could 
not change the content of the text. 


When Tele Aruba started to develop plans to 
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switch over to color broadcast it had to be de- 
cided on a compatible one as its Venezuelan 
competitors would make use of. It was con- 
firmed that Venezuela would use the same 
color broadcast structure as the U.S. that is 
the NTSC (National Television Systems Com- 
mittee) and based on this broadcast structure 
Tele Aruba started on the 12th of July, 1973 
broadcasting in color after several tests and 
researches were conducted. In the meantime 
the major television networks from Venezuela 
were still broadcasting in black and white up 
the end of the 70's. During 1983 Tele Aruba 
acquired its first mobile production truck from 
Shook Mobile Technology, the mobile produc- 
tion truck had all the facilities that productions 
can be done on remote locations, later on 
microwave broadcast technology was also 
incorporated that enabled live broadcast- 
ing of events around the island. Tele Aruba 
became as of January Ist 1986 a fully local 
supported public television station and has 
experienced, over the upcoming years many 
positive developments, more programming 
has been added as well the broadcast time 
has been gradually increased from 6 hours up 
to 14 hours daily on the air, during 1993 the sta- 
tion experienced a major technical upgrade 
and expansion of its broadcast facilities. 


On September 14th, 2004 SETAR (Servicio di 
Telecomunicacion di Aruba), the national 
telecommunications provider of Aruba pur- 
chased Tele Aruba based on all the potential 
it has to offer as a television broadcast enter- 
orise. In a short time after the Government 
of Aruba as the former major shareholder of 
Tele Aruba sold the television station to SETAR, 
the station did undergo an extensive period 
of re-organization, remodeling of the building, 
acquisition of modern broadcast video pro- 
duction equipment as well programming has 
been increased to 24 hours a day.On March 
11th, 2005 Telearuba restarted officially its op- 
erations under the ownership of SETAR. Today 
Telearuba enjoys a newly modernized logo of 
the iconic “Watapana” tree, renovated build- 
ing, modern digital broadcast facilities, and a 
dynamic team. Telearuba has been operat- 
ing for many years on Channel 13 VHF over the 
air, as well on Channels 13 and 23 on Cable 
Television along with live streaming, in keeping 
up with innovation during November 2010 Te- 
learuba Channel 313 HD was launched as the 
first local High Definition channel of Aruba.) 








11 BYANA 





Millennial Money: 


By COURTNEY JESPERSEN of 
NerdWallet 

This Labor Day, some Amer- 
icans will have extra cash 
on hand for holiday week- 
end shopping. 

Some people padded their 
savings accounts by stay- 
ing home during the pan- 
demic. And some set aside 
the advance payments of 
the child tax credit they 
received, points out Amna 
Kirmani, marketing pro- 
fessor at the University of 
Maryland's Robert H. Smith 
School of Business. 

But consumers who are 
ready to spend will face 
the retail impacts of the 
continuing pandemic, sup- 
ply chain interruptions and 
inflation. 

Labor Day savings may not 
be as easy to spot this year, 
either online or in person. In 
fact, for some product cat- 
egories, there might not be 
discounts at alll. 

Here's what you need to 
know about the sales — 
and why you may have to 
work a little harder to find 
what you're looking for on 
Sept. 6. 

RETAIL FACES TOUGH SLOG 
Ramping up production 
after last year's COVID-19 
shutdowns has led to ripple 
effects in the retail world. 
“We have consumers who 
are believed to have quite 
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A woman walks past a store with sale signs displayed at Great Lakes Mall in Mentor, Ohio, in this 


June 10, 2020, file photo. 


a bit of money in their Pock- 
ets, but the retailers do not 
have a lot of product," says 
Tom Arnold , professor of 
finance at the University of 
Richmond's Robins School 
of Business in Virginia. 

"The supply chain issues are 
very real in that the retailers 
are having a difficult time 
getting product, and when 
they do get product, they 
are facing a higher cost for 
the product." 

That means some retailers 
are struggling just to fill their 
shelves. And if these stores 
don't have much inventory 


to sell in the first place, they 
won't be as motivated to 
discount the items they do 
have in stock. 

Here's how a retailer might 
be thinking about inven- 
tory: ‘In past years, | could 
have 100 units, thinking 
| could sell 50 at regular 
orice, the next 30 at 25% 
off and then clear out with 
half-price," Arnold = says. 
"Well, this year | might only 
have 50 units and | might 
be able fo sell all of them 
at regular price." 

SALE CATEGORIES ARE IN 
FLUX 


Associated Press 


As a result, Labor Day sta- 
ples like car sales, appli- 
ance deals and mattress 
markdowns might not be a 
given in 2021 — or, not as 
impressive. 

Products in low — supply 
aren't expected to be dis- 
counted much, if aft all. 
That's the case with some 
cars , Kirmani predicts. 

You will, however, be able 
to find deep discounts on 
summer-related merchan- 
dise. Retailers will be moti- 
vated to unload whatever 
warm-weather — inventory 
they have left over before 


All 
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ay bargains 


consumers transition fo fall. 
You can also expect cloth- 
ing deals, as Labor Day falls 
within the back-to-school 
shopping season. 
Promotions are expected 
to take place at big-box re- 
tailers, home improvement 
outlets, department stores 
and tech giants. For exam- 
ple, Wayfair, Best Buy and 
Macy's have been known 
to offer Labor Day savings. 
But, again, prepare for 
some of the discount levels 
to be modest. 

"| think as far as Labor Day 
sales, they're not going to 
be as good as they have 
been in previous years," Ar- 
nold says. 

SHOPPERS HAVE TO WORK 
FOR DEALS 

If you choose to shop over 
Labor Day weekend de- 
spite the challenges, here's 
how to maximize your 
money and increase your 
chances of finding a good 
deal: 

— COMPARE PRICES. Com- 
parison shopping on the 
internet is the best option 
for finding the lowest price, 
according to Kirmani. Seek 
out deal comparison sites 
and sales roundups that 
do the homework for you, 
or start monitoring prices 
yourself before Labor Day 
SO you can judge the value 
of a sale.L) 


Walgreens joins other retailers with starting pay boost 


By TOM MURPHY 
AP Health Writer 


Walgreens will hike starting 
pay to $15 an hour begin- 
ning in October, as em- 
ployers across the United 
States continue boosting 
wages fo attract workers. 
The drugstore chain said 
Tuesday that the wage 
hike will take effect in 
phases and be complet- 
ed by November 2022. It 
will affect workers in the 
U.S., Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, where 
the company has about 
190,000 hourly employees 
and 9,100 store locations. 
Around half of those em- 
ployees already earn at 
least $15 an hour, sookes- 
man Phil Caruso said. He 
added that starting wages 
vary according to market 


but are currently not less 
than $10 per hour. 

CEO Roz Brewer said in a 
statement from the com- 
pany that the pay raise 
was both the right thing to 
do and “highly important" 
to attracting and keeping 
workers. The official feder- 
al minimum wage of $7.25 
an hour hasn't been raised 
since 2009. But many em- 
ployers, especially in the 
retail industry, have been 
offering a $15 wage fo try 
to fill enough jobs to meet 
surging demand from con- 
SUMETS. 

Labor advocates have 
trumpeted $15 an hour as 
a wage that would finally 
allow low-paid workers to 
afford basic necessities 
and narrow inequality. 


Walgreens _ rival CYS 


Health also said early this 
month that if was raising 
minimum pay for all em- 
ployees earning hourly 
wages up to at least $15 
an hour by next July. Em- 
ployees there currently 
make a minimum of $11 
an hour, but that will climb 
to $13 next month. 
Outside retail, one of the 
country's largest banks, 
Pittsburgh-based ENE 
Bank, said Monday that 
it was raising its minimum 
wage to $18 an hour. 
Walgreens said Tuesday 
that it will soend about 
$450 million over the next 
three years on the starting 
wage increase. 

Deerfield, Illinois-based 
Walgreens Boots Alliance 
Inc. also runs thousands of 
drugstores in several other 
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In this March 27, 2020, file photo, a Walgreens sign is dis- 





played outside the store in Wheeling, Ill. In this March 27, 2020, 
file photo, a Walgreens sign is displayed outside the store in 


Wheeling, Ill. 

countries, including the 
Boots chain in the United 
Kingdom. 


Company shares climbed 
more than 3% to $50.19 in 


Associated Press 


midday trading while the 
Dow Jones Industrial Aver- 
age, of which Walgreens 
Is GQ component, rose 
slightly...) 


WEDNESDAY 1 seoremaciht 2021 12ISCIENCE 


CROSSWORD CLAIRIATT 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 
ACROSS BOWN 
1 Station 1 Cacao 
Worker holder 
? Yokel 2 Metal 
11 Baltinere Source 
e — 3 Vault 
Ler part 
13 Cheapen ALLE 
iatolds ecg (alilolee MAL r/slolr 
title to 5 Show Yesterday's answer 
19 Deli Ouy queenin 18Baltery 33 Brat's 
V7 oe “Frogen" end opposite 
Ign 6 Stagger 19 Oblivious 35 Play 
20 Senes test > thn 21 Nostalgic group 
23 Road: sharer sang 36 Opposed 
- a 8 Reluctant 22 Shop 37 Impress 
ane 9 Frank equipment greatly 
:iceapa holder 24 Hunter 36 Young 
26 Fiddling 10 Twisty in the one 
er tum Stars 4Q Alhena’s 
27 King of 16 Rose 25 Sock symbol 
Brana pest part | 41 sheltered 
28 Wedding 17 Home's 30 Curtain side 
wets river feature 42 Say further 
29 Uplifted De : a 
2 
32 alylishly = 
a 
istonc 
en ee 
34 Naval 
destroyer, L. 
In slang 
37 Related 
39 Namibia 
neighbor 
43 Mansion 
part 
44 Worried 
45 Boarder a 
46 Worked 
he sol ee pit ff 


AMYDBDLBAAAR 
ns LONGrPFELLOW 


Qe deter stiinds for another tn this sample, “A is used 
for the three L's. A for the bee Os. cle, Single letters, 
aposttophes, the length and formation af ihe works 
are all hints, Each day the code letters are different. 


9-1 CRYPTOQOLOTE 


DI GQNT SNB' OC TBSKOTOCAHS 


iN TOIRKPH., GN T SN BOC 


TBSKQOIC ABS ABGERSG KPIK. 


— BDZZD WDRAXBEBD 
Yesterday's Cryptoquute: TT TS IMPOSSTIRILDE POR 
YOU TO GO ON AS YOL WERE BEFORE, S50 YOU 


MUST Ono OS AS YOM! NEVIS PAT. — CHUERYT. 
STRAYED 








ie 1 BYANA 





Birds of prey face global decline from 
habitat loss, poisons 





This 2020 photo provided by Evan R. Buechley shows a golden 
eagle feeding on roadkill in Utah. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — De- 
spite a few high-profile 
conservation success sto- 
ries -— like the dramatic 
comeback of bald eagle 
populations in North Ameri- 
ca — birds of prey are in de- 
cline worldwide. 

Anew analysis of data from 
the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature 
and BirdLife International 
found that 30% of 557 rap- 
tor soecies worldwide are 
considered near threat- 
ened, vulnerable or endan- 
gered or critically endan- 
gered. Eighteen species 
are critically endangered, 
including the Philippine 
eagle, the hooded vulture 
and the Annobon scops 
owl, the researchers found. 
Other species are in dan- 
ger of becoming locally 
extinct in specific regions, 
meaning they may no 
longer play critical roles 
as top predators in those 
ecosystems, said Gerardo 
Ceballos, a bird scientist 
at the National Autono- 
mous University of Mexico 
and co-author of the study 
oublished Monday in the 
journal Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sci- 
ences. 

"The golden eagle is the 
national bird of Mexico, 
but we have very few gold- 
en eagles left in Mexico," 
he said. A 2016 census es- 
timated only about 100 
breeding pairs remain in 
the country. 

Harpy eagles were once 
widespread throughout 
southern Mexico and Cen- 
tral and South America, 
but tree cutting and burn- 


Associated Press 


ing has dramatically shrunk 
their range. 

Of threatened birds of prey 
that are active mostly dur- 
ing the day — including 
most hawks, eagles and 
vultures — 54% were falll- 
ing in population, the study 
found. The same was true 
for 47% of threatened noc- 
turnal raptors, such as owls. 
That means "the factors 
causing the decline have 
not been remedied" and 
those soecies need imme- 
diate attention, said Jeff 
Johnson, a biologist at the 
University of North Texas, 
who was not involved in 


the study. 

Globally, the biggest 
threats to these — birds 
are habitat loss, climate 


change and toxic’ sub- 
stances, said Evan Buech- 
ley, aresearch associate at 
the Smithsonian Migratory 
Bird Center and a scientist 


at nonprofit HawkWatch 
International who was not 
involved in the study. 

The insecticide DDT thinned 
egg shells and decimated 
bald eagle populations in 
North America, leading to 
its ban in the U.S. in 1972. 
But Buechley said other 
threats remain, including 
rodent pesticides and the 
lead in hunters’ bullets and 
shot pellets. Many raptors 
feed on rodents and dead 
animals. 

The Andean condor is de- 
clining due to exposure To 
pesticides, lead and other 
toxic substances, said Ser- 
gio Lambertucci, a biolo- 
gist at the National Univer- 
sity of Comahue in Argen- 
Tina. 

Widespread use of an 
anti-inflammatory drug in 
livestock led to the rapid 
decline of vultures in South 
Asia. The birds died after 
eating carcasses,  shrink- 
ing the population of some 
species by 95% _ in recent 
decades. 

In East Asia, many raptor 
species are long-distance 
migrants: They breed in 
northern China, Mongolia 
or Russia and travel down 
the eastern coast of China 
to soend summers in South- 
east Asia or India. 

"Certain areas of the coast 
will see 30 to 40 species 
during peak migration," 
said Yang Liu, an ecologist 
at Sun Yat-Sen University in 
Guangzhou, who was not 
involved in the study. LL) 
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To All Time - Share Owners 
Condo Owners and House 
Owners in Aruba 

Do you want to sell your prop- 
erty ? 

Contact us HTTA 

36 Years doing Honest business 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana Beach and Casino 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath Ocean Front 
Week 35 Room # 346 E 

Price : $8,5K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suite 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 34 ,35,36 
Room # 3518 Garden View 
Price : $ 4 K each 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 

1BR WK #35 room #2345 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$5K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private islands 

1 BR WK #35 room #2543 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$5K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1BR WK # 38 room# 2322 
Ocean /Harbour view 

Price :$4K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 

Palm Beach 

Gold season 

2 BR Garden view $7K 

2 BR Ocean view $8K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Gold season 

1 BR Ocean view$6k 

2 BR Ocean view$8K 

2 BR Ocean Front 18 K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Classifieds 


House For sale 

Fixer upper 

5 min walk by the ocean 

In Savaneta (near zee rover 
restaurant) 

4 BR, 3 bath on property land 
Price :$180K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


House For sale 

Solito 10 min drive to beach 
Close to town, hotel, supermar- 
ket 

2 Bedroom 2bath on a property 
Land 

Price :$240K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Golf course 

Tierra Del Sol 

3 bedroom, 2 1/2bath 
Fully furnished ocean view 
With garage 

Price :$ 450 K 

More info call :0 11-297- 
6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 
Eagle Beach 
3 bedroom 2 bath 
2 bedroom 3 bath 
Both are ground floor 
Fully furnished 
Price $800k each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 
214568 

















Downtown _ 


CLASSIFIED 


mee time Share Resales + Realty 
| Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
| For upto 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 





U.S. climate envoy in 
Japan to push efforts to 


cut emissions 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 

TOKYO (AP) — U.S. climate 
envoy John Kerry met in 
Tokyo on Tuesday with 
Japan's top diplomat to 
oush efforts to fight climate 
change ahead of a United 
Nations conference in No- 
vember. 

Foreign Minister Toshimitsu 
Motegi highlighted what he 
said was the importance of 
getting other major carbon 
emitters, esoecially China, 
To cooperate. 

“China is the world’s big- 
gest carbon emitter and 
the number two economy 
as well, and it is extremely 
important that we encour- 
age China fo firmly fulfill its 
responsibility to match its 
place,” Motegi told report- 
ers after his meeting with 
Kerry. 

Motegi added that he 
hoped Japan and the Unit- 
ed States would lead glob- 
al decarbonizing efforts at 
the U.N. conference to be 
held in Glasgow in late No- 
vember, known as COP26, 

















and beyond. 

The United States is the sec- 
ond-largest carbon emit- 
ter. Japan ts fifth. 

Kerry was also scheduled 
to meet with Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga, Environ- 
ment Minister Shinjiro Kol- 
Zumi, as well as Economy, 
Trade and Industry Minister 
Hiroshi Kajiyama. 

Kerry arrived in Japan on 
Monday and will fly out on 
Tuesday evening to China 
for more climate talks — his 
second trip to the country 
during the Biden adminis- 
tration. L) 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Paradera_ Tel. 588 6638 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Shang-Chi' adds a thrilling hero to Marvel universe 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 

lf the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe has taught us any- 
thing it's that heroes arise 
from unexpected places. 
For their 25th film entry, that 
place is valet parking. 

The titular hero of "Shang- 
Chi and the Legend of the 
Ten Rings’ Is laying low living 
on tips as a hotel parking 
attendant in present-day 
San Francisco when we 
meet him as an adult. He 
doesn't even fly to work; he 
takes the bus. 

But by the time the film is 
over, he's a glorious addi- 
tion to the Marvel universe, 
a tried and dependable 
warrior whose valor has 
been tested in more than 
one dimension and joined 
by a predominantly Asian 
cast. And forget about the 
bus — now he rides drag- 
ons. 

Simu Liv plays our hero with 
Spider-Man's aw-shucks 
sweetness but a_ lethality 
when it comes to his fists. 
It turns out that Shang- 
Chi has run away from his 
domineering father, who's 
a total bummer: He's over 
1,000 years old, obsessed 
with controlling the uni- 
verse and in possession of 
10 magical rings that give 





This image released by Marvel Studios shows Simu Liu in a scene from "Shang-Chi and the Legend 
of the Ten Rings." 


him superhuman powers. 
Shang-Chi has fled rather 
than become the cold- 
hearted assassin his dad 
wants and that's why he's 
parking cars. That Is, until 
dad (Tony Leung) wants 
the family back for a mis- 
sion to rescue his dead 
wife, testing the bounds of 
reality and credibility and 
building into a Shakespear- 
ian show-down. 
"Shang-Chi and the Leg- 
end of the Ten Rings" might 
have ridden this grim com- 
ing-of-age backstory tale 
like something from DC, but 
that's not what Marvel does 
best and it finds its lightness 
in| Awkwafina and later 


by leaning on the Disney 
brand for some mind-blow- 
ing computer creatures 
and a surreal realm. 

Awkwafina plays Shang- 
Chi's platonic friend Katy 
as a comic tether to real- 
ity, offen Commenting on 
the madness. ‘I'm pretty 
confused right now," she'll 
say after a stone dragon 
vomits a map in water (se- 
riously). Later, as she and 
our hero hear a _ ferrible 
sound, she says: "Youre go- 
ing toward that noise?" She 
mocks our hero's Anglicized 
name change fo "Shaun" 
and what she does with the 
Eagles’ "Hotel California" ts 
glorious. Directed by Destin 


Associated Press 


Daniel Cretton, the film is 
somewhat overstuffed and 
lumpy in parts and the last 
surreal third is poorly knitted 
into the rest of the narra- 
tive, but it's all impossible to 
oredict and you'll leave the 
theater satisfied, if maybe 
a bit confused aft parts. 

It sometimes feels like the 
filmmakers are throwing 
everything they have at 
the screen: An adorable 
chicken-pig with no face 
called Morris, a hitman with 
a machete for an arm, the 
return of Trevor Slattery to 
the Marvel universe, a plot 
detour fo an underground 
fight ring, forests that move 
thrillingly and two awe- 


some fight scenes on a sky- 
scrapers scaffolding and a 
city bus. 

The screenplay — by Cret- 
ton, David Callaham and 
Andrew Lanham — knows 
exactly when the viewer Is 
tiring and adds an ounce 
of lunacy, whether it's a 
guy live-blogging the fight 
on the bus or a flight atten- 
dant being surreal. There 
are nods to “Avatar and 
martial arts fangoes worthy 
of "Crouching Tiger, Hidden 
Dragon," even sucking in 
one of that film's stars, Mi- 
chelle Yeoh. But the critical 
role of the father, XU Wen- 
wu, IS murky, Mercurial and 
unsatisfying. 

Beneath the beauty and 
the violence is a_ story 
about the ties between 
siblings, fatherly expecta- 
tions, the modern world's 
demands versus traditions 
and our own legacies. Plus, 
did we mention, there's an 
adorable chicken-pig with 
no face called Morris¢ 
"Shang-Chi and the Leg- 
end of the Ten Rings," a 
Marvel Studios release, is 
rated PG-13 for sequences 
of violence and action, 
and language. It hits the- 
aters Friday with a running 
time of 172 minutes. Three 
stars out of four.) 





A revival for Kanye West on divorce album ‘Donda 





Kanye West arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party in Beverly Hills, 
Calif., on Feb. 9, 2020. 


By RYAN PEARSON 

AP Entertainment Writer 
Kanye West donned a full 
face mask to host three 
livestreamed listening par- 
ties for his 10th studio album. 
Beyond that, he didn't say 
a word, or even tweet. Af- 


Associated Press 


ter years of alienating long- 
time fans with forays into 
conservative politics and 
sometimes exhausting me- 
dia spectacle, pop's King 
of All Controversy mostly 
let the music speak for him 
when unveiling "Donda." 


In the tradition of Marvin 
Gaye's "Here, My Dear’ or 
Phil Collins’ "Face Value," it's 
a prickly, personal divorce 
album full of introspection, 
conflicting emotions and 
bursts of musical innova- 
tion. It's also a nearly-over- 
booked showcase for of- 
the-moment talent, some 
half West's age: Shenseea, 
Fivio Foreign, Baby Keem, 
The Weeknd, Lil Yachty, 
Roddy Ricch. There's drill 
music alongside church or- 
gans — so many organs! 

There's New Kanye earnest 
praise of God — "he's done 
miracles on me" — min- 
gling with Old Kanye jokey 
self-awareness: "I'll be hon- 
est, we alll liars," "| repent for 
everything that Imma do 
again." There's reggae leg- 
end Buju Banton, rap leg- 
ends JAY-Z, The LOX and 
Jay Electronica, multiple 


jabs at longtime foil Drake. 
Its 27 tracks clock in at one 
hour, 49 minutes. 

It turns out It may not be a 
divorce album after all: At 
the final listening party in 
Chicago, West appeared 
to set himself on fire then 
reconcile with his es- 
tranged wife, who wore a 
veiled wedding dress. OK, 
SO maybe he's not quite 
done with the media spec- 
tacle thing. 

It's a lot to take in. But West 
somehow wrangles a sur- 
orisingly cohesive collec- 
tion, his best album since 
2010's "My Beautiful Dark 
Twisted Fantasy." There's a 
vague narrative arc, from 
sinning to salvation, that's 
reflected in dark sonic 
beauty. Wobbly synth stabs 
on openers "Jail and "God 
Breathed" jangle nerves, 
"Yeezus'-style, while long, 


reflective chords bring a 
feeling of ecstatic ascen- 
sion to the gorgeous clos- 
ing pair of "Come to Life" 
and "No Child Left Behind." 
West leans into pain 
throughout, reflecting on 
his mother Donda's 2007 
death and marital failures. 
The searing and bright "Be- 
lieve What | Say" finds him 
rapping over a Lauryn Hill 
sample to directly address 
Kim Kardashian West and 
“celebrity drama that only 
Brad will know. Too many 
family secrets." Rocker Mar- 
ilyn Manson Is credited as a 
songwriter on "Jail" and was 
on hand at the Chicago lis- 
tening party, a classic West 
provocation that many 
fans won't forgive after 
Manson was dropped by 
his own record label in Feb- 
ruary amid sexual abuse 
accusations. ]} 
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Baez, Lindor apologize for thumbs-down jab at Mets fans 


By JAKE SEINER 

NEW YORK (AP) — Javier 
Baez and Francisco Lindor 
have apologized to Mets 
fans after Baez revealed 
that a thumbs-down cel- 
ebration gesture adopted 
by players was in part a dig 
at New York fans who have 
booed the underperform- 
ing ballclub. 

Baez and Lindor took turns 
saying they were sorry less 
than an hour before first 
pitch of a game Tuesday 
against the Miami Marlins. 
That followed a stern state- 
ment from team president 
Sandy Alderson on Sun- 
day night disavowing the 
gesture, as well as a team 
meeting Tuesday in which 
players said they would 
stop making It. 

‘| didn't mean to offend 
anybody," Bdez said. 

The 28-year-old Baez was 
acquired from the Chicago 
Cubs on July 30 and has hit 
.210 with four homers and a 
709 OPS in 17 games since. 
Mets fans booed him and 
others throughout August, 
when the team has gone 
8-19 to fall out of playoff 
position after leading the 
NL East for nearly three 
months. 

Players began making the 
thumbs-down gesture to- 
ward their dugout after 
base hits and other positive 
plays while at Dodger Sta- 
dium from Aug. 20-22. 
“When we don't get suc- 
cess, were going to get 
booed," Baez explained 
Sunday. "So they're going 
to get booed when we 
have SUCCESS.” 

Lindor and manager Luis 
Rojas said Tuesday they 
believe Baez — whose first 
language is Spanish but 
doesn't use an interoreter 
when speaking to media 
— missooke when he said 
Mets players were booing 
the fans. 

‘| didn't say the fans are 
bad, | love the fans, but 
like, | just felt like we were 
alone," Baez said Tuesday. 
"The fans obviously want to 
win, and they pay our sal- 
ary like everybody says, but 
like, we want to win, Too, 
and the frustration got to 
us. And, you know, | didn't 
mean to offend anybody, 
and if | offend anybody, we 
apologize." 


Lindor also said the gesture 
was not explicitly about 
fans. 

"Thumbs down for me 
means adversity, the ad- 
versity Wwe have gone 
through in this whole time," 
Lindor said. "Like the nega- 
tive things, we overcome 
it, so It's like, ‘We did it! We 
went over It!’ 

"However, if was wrong, 
and | apologize to whoever 
| offended. It was not my in- 
tent to offend people." 
Baez and Lindor spoke to 
reporters in front of the Mets’ 
dugout. Lindor was booed 
by a few fans when he 
emerged, and two young 
boys held up thumbs-down 
signals behind him while he 
sooke. After Baez conclud- 
ed his apology, one fan 
shouted to him "“Javy, we 
just want to win, bro!” 





Washington Nationals shortstop Luis Garcia (2) looks on as New 
York Mets' Francisco Lindor (12) gestures after his double scored 
Patrick Mazeika and Jonathan Villa during the eighth inning of a 
baseball game Sunday, Aug. 29, 2021, in New York. 


Lindor was booed before 
his first at-bat and again af- 
ter laying down a success- 
ful sacrifice bunt. Baez was 
not in the lineup for the re- 
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sumption of a game post- 
poned by rain in the first 
inning on April 11 but was 
likely to play in the night- 
cap of the unusual double- 


header. 

“Glad to hear our players 
apologizing to the fans," 
first-year owner Steve Co- 
hen said on Twitter. "Let's 
get behind our players to- 
day and go out and win 2 
today!" 

The Mets arent the only 
club taking exception to 
home-cooked ridicule. Pi- 
rates outfielder Gregory 
Polanco complained last 
week about booing from 
fans in Pittsburgh a couple 
of days before being re- 
leased by the team. 

‘They have to understand 
that I'm a human being, 
too, he said. 

Of course, New York Is its 
own beast. Players and 
coaches expect that un- 
derperforming stars in the 
Big Apple will hear about It 
from fans.L] 
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AP source: Pats cut Newton, clearing way for Jones fo start 


FOXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) 
— The Mac Jones era in 
New England has begun. 
The Patriots released Cam 
Newton on Tuesday, clear- 
ing the way for the rookie 
to open the season as New 
England's quarterback, ac- 
cording to a person with 
knowledge of the move. 
The person spoke to The As- 
sociated Press on condition 
of anonymity because the 
decision has not been an- 
nounced. 

Newton's release came 
hours before NFL teams re- 
duce rosters to 53 players 
and brings an abrupt end 
to his stay in New England. 
Newton went 7-8 as the 
starter in the Patriots’ first 
season since Tom Brady 
departed and signed with 
Tampa Bay. New England 
finished 7-9 for the year. 

| really appreciate all the 
love and support during this 
time, but | must say please 
don't feel sorry for me!! #im- 
GOOD," Newton posted on 
Instagram Tuesday. 
Running back James White 
said Newton's departure is 
example of players never 
knowing what fo expect 
when roster cuts are made. 
“Cam did his best job for us 
and competed extremely 
hard. He's a good football 
player," White said. "| hope 
he gets another opportu- 
nity to land on his feet." 
Newton started each of 
New England's three pre- 





New England Patriots quarterback Cam Newton celebrates his touchdown pass to Devin Asiasi in 
the second half of an NFL football game against the New York Jets, in this Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021 file 
photo, in Foxborough, Mass. 


season games, but he also 
missed five days of prac- 
tice leading into Sunday's 
exhibition finale against 
the New York Giants after 
Q 'misunderstanding" of 
NFL COVID-19 protocols. 
Newton attended an out- 
of-town doctor's appoint- 
ment, and because he is 
unvaccinated, he had to 
stay away from the team 
for five days. 

Meanwhile, Jones was im- 
pressive throughout train- 
ing camp, displaying an 
ability to lead the offense 
down the field and bounce 


back from mistakes. He's 
also earned the respect of 
the coaching staff and vet- 
eran players. 

"He's accepted the chal- 
lenge and he's trying to 
push us in the huddle," 
White said. "We believe in 
him." 

Fellow Alabama alum and 
linebacker Dont'a Hight- 
ower said last week that 
Jones' work ethic has stood 
out in the locker room. He 
also noted how he recently 
heard the rookie had been 
looking at the Patriots’ de- 
fensive plays to help him 


Associated Press 


conceptualize how oppos- 
ing defenses might attack. 
"| give him credit for that 
because not a lot of young 
guys would see that as an 
opportunity and he did 
that on his own," Hightower 
said. "You can take that 
for what it's worth. The kid 


works hard. I'll leave it at 
that." 
Coach Bill Belichick ac- 


knowledged at the time 
that Newton's COVID-19 
protocols absence  pro- 
vided an opportunity for 
Jones. The rookie seized it, 
performing well during the 


11 YANG 





first Of two joint practices 
with the Giants. 

‘I'm going to be ready 
whenever my time comes 
Up, Jones said after Sun- 
day's 22-20 win over New 
York. "We got work fo do 
and we'll get the things 
fixed and then we'll just 
keep rolling.” 

Though he didn't start any 
exhibition games, Jones 
took 107 snaps to 38 for 
Newton. He completed 
69% (36 of 52) of his passes 
for 389 yards, a touchdown 
and no interceptions. 

‘I've learned at a young 
age to just prepare like the 
starter, Jones said Sunday. 
"You don't have to be the 
starter, but you have to 
orepare and get into your 
routine.” 

When he was drafted in 
April, Jones became the 
first Quarterback selected 
in the first round during 
Belichick's time in New Eng- 
land. 

The Patriots’ move means 
this could mark the second 
time in the NFL since the 
merger that more than two 
rookie quarterbacks start- 
ed opening games. 

Trevor Lawrence already 
has been named the start- 
er in Jacksonville; Zach Wil- 
son is projected to start for 
the Jets; and Jones is set 
for New England's opener 
against Miami on Sept. 12. 

Five rookie quarterbacks 
started openers in 2012.) 
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Jakobsen wins Vuelta's 
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Fabio Jakobsen of the Netherlands crosses the line to win the 
16th stage of La Vuelta cycling race between Laredo and Santa 
Cruz de Bezama, Spain, Tuesday, Aug. 31, 2021. 


SANTA CRUZ DE BEZANA, 
Spain (AP) — Fabio Jako- 


Associated Press 


bsen celebrated his 25th 
birthday with his third stage 


win at this year's Spanish 
Vuelta on Tuesday, with 
Odd Christian Eiking hold- 
ing on to the overall lead. 
Jakobsen prevailed along 
with his Deceuninck-Quick 
Step teammates through 
the twisty finale of the 
180-kilometer (111.8-mile) 
16th stage that took rid- 
ers from Laredo to Santa 
Cruz de Bezana in northern 
Spain. 

Jakobsen, who had also 
won the fourth and eighth 
stages, finished the sprint 
ahead of Jordi Meeus and 
Matteo Trentin. 

"A birthday is always a 
good day, but I'm over the 
moon with this win," Jakob- 
sen said. "| was dropped on 
the climb. The guys waited 


for me, they brought me 
back and | win the race. 
It's all thanks to them. The 
only thing | had to do was 
a short fast sprint, and they 
did everything else today." 
The Dutch rider has been 
enjoying his greatest results 
since being involved in a 
horrific crash that left him 
fighting for his life in an in- 
duced coma more than a 
year ago. 

There was no change at 
the top of the general clas- 
sification, with Eiking com- 
fortably staying ahead 
of Guillaume Martin and 
two-time defending Vuelta 
champion Primoz Roglic. 
"Tactically soeaking, it was 
maybe my easiest day in 
the red jersey but in anoth- 


16th stage, Eiking keeps overall lead 


er way it was hard fo restart 
after the rest day," Eiking 
said. "| felt OK but sleepy 
all day. In the end, it wasn't 
difficult to defend the red 
jersey today." 

The Norwegian rider said 
the Lagos de Covadonga 
will be "very decisive" on 
Wednesday. 

"It will be a really hard rac- 
ing from the start," Eiking 
sald. "It will be a lot of fun to 
race up there." 

The 185-kilometer  (115- 
mile) 17th stage will see 
riders complete two loops 
around a circuit that in- 
cludes an unprecedented 
climb at Collada Llomena 
before they take on the dif- 
ficult Lagos de Covadonga 
summit.L 


